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Planting Guide f o r  Production of 'Bonita' Soaptree yucca (Yucca ~- e l a t a )  

-- SEED PRODUCTION 

1. Some p l a n t s  of Soaptree yucca should begin producing flowers in the i r  

f i f t h  year a f t e r  being transplanted as  seedlings. 

the following year. 

t i o n .  

i t  would be i n  the v ic in i ty  of where yucca i s  found naturally.  Plants have 

n o t  produced seed a f t e r  f ive years o f  flowering a t  Los Lunas, N .  M . ,  b u t  i t  

All s h o u l d  be flowering 

Soaptree yucca requires a specif ic  moth f o r  pollena- 

The exact dis t r ibut ion o f  t h i s  moth has not been determined. Generally 

has been reported to  produce seed in Albuquerque, N .  M. 

i t  should be harvested as the capsules begin to open, which generally is  i n  

the f a l l .  

I f  seed i s  produced, 
1 

2. The seed are best cleaned by hand, cracking open the capsules and extracting 

the achenes. 

PRODUCTION OF SEEDLINGS 

1. 

__I-.__-.- ---- -- 

For best growth plants should be grown i n  a well-drained sandy loam. The 

seedbed can be prepared by plowing, d i s k i n g  and firming the surface w i t h  

a r o l l e r  or cultipacker. 

Fumigation of seedbeds prior to planting is  helpful t o  reduce weed competi- 

tion and insect o r  disease problems. Be sure to  handle and apply 

fumigants o r  any other chemicals according to labeled instructions.  

CAUTION: 



,-' 2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

* 

Soaptree yucca seed requ i res  no pregerminat ion t reatment .  

p lan ted  a f t e r  danger o f  f r o s t  has passed. 

about two weeks. 

It can be 

Emergence should begin a f t e r  

A t  the  Los Lunas P l a n t  Ma te r i a l s  Center (PMC) the  seed a re  sown i n  rows 

i n  beds. There a re  f o u r  rows, spaced 20 cm apart ,  i n  each bed. The 

beds a re  spaced f o r  ease o f  access and c u l t i v a t i o n .  

vary  according t o  u l t i m a t e  use. 

seed o r  10 grams o f  c lean seed per  meter, should y i e l d  200 useable p lan ts .  

Seeding r a t e s  t h i s  heavy w i l l  y i e l d  a h igh  percentage o f  un i fo rm l i n e r  

s tock  20-30 cm t a l l )  a f t e r  two years. Lower seeding r a t e s  would y i e l d  

l a r g e r ,  l e s s  uni form, p lan ts .  

Seeding r a t e s  w i l l  

A t  t he  Los Lunas PMC, approximate ly  300 

The seed should be p lan ted  1-2.5 cm deep. 

The beds should be mulched t o  prevent  excessive dry ing .  

mulch w i t h  n e t  backing i s  used a t  the  Los Lunas PMC. 

mulch t o  be tacked down t o  prevent  i t  from blowing. 

An e x c e l s i o r  

Th is  enables t h e  

The beds should be 

s p r i n k l e d  o n l y  enough t o  keep the seed zone mo is t  t o  lessen the  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  damping o f f .  

Seedlings o f  Soaptree yucca a re  n o t  f e r t i l i z e d  a t  t h e  Los Lunas PMC. 

f e r t i l i t y  i s  a problem, f e r t i l i z a t i o n  should be guided by s o i l  t e s t s .  

I f  

The p l a n t s  should be dug when dormant, a f t e r  one o r  two growing seasons. 
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